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Of all the things desired and sought for by people of Gvory agy |
and place of Mmutual coexistence and davelopment, peace and justico 06y
a pride of place. The abscnce of peace and justice 1 any glvern, S0ci)

paves the way for war, rampage, rol, upheavil, anarchy  and g](!lml'm
insec:urity which in turn  breeds Lunderdevelopment, Impnvmig.,h”.]m“’
destitution and poverty. The realty of war in our world loday ang M
concomitant destructive effects are mind boqgling Over the years the Tiy
People of Benue State have had an over-dose of this global [J.h(.'rl()l!l(}'nonl
From the time of their migration to their subsequent settlement in the M;dum
Belt region, the Tiv people have fought a good number of wars. {Jr(‘)mlnnm
among these are seemingly interminable Tiv-Jukun anfi ’TIV-'FU|‘dHI crlggg
that occur intermittently around the Benue-T ;'ar'nlmraxrs 'Thls war‘seemsq’hke
a replica of the seemingly endless Crisis sﬂuahong in !ho'Mlddlo Eqsl‘
Looking at the situation, Rev. Fr. Ude Oliver Ortese with the candour typical
of a Catholic clergyman has gallantly ’lakc't:n the bull IJy II;Q hornsv :g
contribute his own quota in the quest for justice and peace in Tlvla?d. ld
his book Beating Swords into Ploughshares to PromqterJus‘t ce a:;
Peace: A Study of Micah 4:1-5 in Tiy ante;t. he has in a uryque;/| \gaz
delved into the nitty-gritty of the crisis situation n Tayland, employing 't !
4:105 as the paradigm for peaceful co-existence, justice and developmen

' lave.

il e?rfeabook Is divided into four chapters. In Chaptgr one, the atlJth;
delineates the sitz in laben of the Tiv people. He succinctly foojks ‘a:’ o
socio-cultural and geo-political situation of the Tiv pgppie. Community |i bl'aim
says is upheld against individualism in the Tiv traditional set up. They Can p
their ancestry from one man Tiv. The Tiv people are traditionally farmers "
to a lesser extent, hunters. With the advent of modern civilization they ’;"’1 y
engage in white-collar jobs but still produce foodstuffs for cx:msumP“O”fme
commercial purposes. This has earned the state the title ‘Food Basket 0
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Nation". Consequently, they look at land as something sacred that should .

' rom
handled with the utmost care and they are ready to secure their land f i
invaders with the last drop of their blood.
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yolance 11 Fiviand, the author identifios g causod by (f
gmlands from the poar and the wank py the ’f/1""“f||nwf
: | ' alite

| 0sse8s botl poliheal and cconomic power: the
w(ihﬂ“’-”? the divide and Iile :)'ys‘:,t(gm Of {hp |
mﬂl‘""y were favoured agamst minoritie ‘

on TV people against their will.

In Chapter Two, the prowess
e 388 of t i
Jearly seen. He makes an exegesio bl @ Dilhadrsutale is
wplores the idea of prophecy | -contextual analysis of Micah 4:1-5,
pxpIc! ; y In Ancient Israel in general alongside
wverview of prophet Micah. He expounded its literary struct an
BBSidGS. he proposes the text in i . ' y ucture and style.
ving the probl f ques llon-lMlcah 4:1-5 as a way forward for
solving problem of war and conflict in Tiviand. He invites the clergy
religious and traditional rulers to rise up to thei '
' | up to their challenges and ensure the
establishment of peace in Tivland.
In Chaptgr Three, the author categorically states that Justice and
Peace are two §|Qes .of the same coin, they go hand-in-hand for there can
never be peace if justice has not been established. In the face of institutional
njustice, peace will always remain a mirage! Since the theme of justice and
peace is not an exclusive preserve of Prophet Micah, Fr. Ortese has made a
survey of some Old Testament literature like the Pentateuch and the
prophets like Isaiah and Amos and the book of Psalms to explore the theme.
He further expounds on the church'’s social teachings. He calls on Tiv sons
and daughters to toe the path of justice since through it we can have
authentic and lasting peace in Tivland. ' N
In Chapter Four, the author juxtaposes the sp.clo-poh_tlc‘al and
sconomic situation of Ancient Israel and the Tiv communities, pointing out
their similarities. Applying Micah 4:1-4 to the situation of the Tiv people, (he
individual d leaders in Benue State should give
author recommends that individuals an gl s
lo people their due rights and privileges such as land, salaries, aignity,

and other necessities. Political leaders, he sr?ys. i:wgluli lF% k?rfifsi,;‘ns.lefzitﬁ?j
er they pertorm : i
poocrages b i e 4 paritans in order to aid the weak

should be committed to becoming good Sam he ruling class in Tiviand to

and the feeble. He particularly challenges
iocese Of Makurdi to

stice in Tiviand.
nursue the quest for peace and justice In |
q forward, he calls on the Catholic DioCes s
i : to the teeming popuid
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Sfructures for social justice. The author 1S Verz\,illgoalong way towards
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érms anc give peace a chance. It is Obvigyg thay
poying Micah 4:1-5 to invite the people 1o embvace
NG seen that 80% of them are Chnistians. The book

anc sundry, especially Tiv sons and daughters.
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